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Study Seven:  Scientology and New Age
History of Scientology
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· It was founded in 1953 by science fiction author L. Ron Hubbard, just four years after he made the statement, "I'd like to start a religion. That's where the money is.”
· Hubbard wrote “Dianetics” in 1950; sold millions of copies
· From 1966 – 1975 Hubbard lived on the sea in the boat Apollo and from 1975 – 1979 in seclusion in the desert
· Leading Scientologists, including Hubbard’s wife, were indicted in 1978 for burglary, obstruction of justice, wiretapping, harboring a fugitive, and conspiracy.
· Legal troubles with FDA, IRS and the FBI!
· Promoted by celebrities like John Travolta and Tom Cruise
· Heber Jentzsch, a former Mormon,  has been president since 1982; arrested in Spain in 1988 on many charges including fraud.  He returned to the U.S. after Church of Scientology paid $1 million bail; has not returned to Spain to face charges.
History of New Age

· A “movement” not an organization 
· Began in the 1970’s

· Roots in ancient Gnosticism and Eastern religions
· Found primarily where Judeo-Christian worldview is prominent; serves as an “alternative”
Statistics

· 50,000 Scientologists in the U.S.
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· Based on very expensive and dubious method of psycho-therapy.  (estimated costs: $1000/hour for auditing)
Preclear – student of Scientology working with an auditor
Engrams – negative mental images from the reactive mind
Reactive Mind – that part of a person that reacts to stimuli and exerts control over the person

Auditing – the process of ridding a person of engrams and defeating the reactive mind; auditor listens to preclear
Clear – desirable state; free of engrams and the reactive mind
Operating Thetan – person who is above “clear;”  that part of an individual that is aware
Practices and Characteristics of New Age Movement

[image: image4.wmf]
· Meditation

· Yoga

· Visualization training

· Hypnosis

· Seminars on controlling one’s own environment and achieving enlightenment

· Exposure to crystals
· Spirit beings like angels, ghosts, aliens, etc.

· Ancient civilizations (like Atlantis and Egypt

· Power of human mind

· Reincarnation and near-death experiences

· Feminine forms of spirituality

· Numerology 

· Dreams and psychic experiences

Occult 

	COMPARISON CHART
	Scientology
	New Age
	Christianity

	God
	There are many gods;

Polytheism
	Everything and everyone is divine

Monism and Pantheism


	One God in three persons

Trinitarian Monotheism

	Bible
	Based on writings of L. Ron Hubbard


	Many books and writings


	The Bible is the Word of God.



	Jesus
	Not divine; just a legendary man “a shade above ‘clear’”
	A human who realized his divinity

	True God and true man; Savior of the world



	Sin
	Man is inherently good.  Suffering comes from a lack of understanding
	Right and wrong are based on individual perceptions

	A human condition that can only be overcome by Jesus Christ



	Salvation
	Freedom from the cycle of birth and death; moving along the “Bridge” become an operating thetan
	Realizing the inner divine nature
	Redemption by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ;

Received by grace through faith.


	Other teachings
	Not a dogma religion – based on “dianetics”
Strong organization and structure 

Respect for other religions

Use of propaganda language

Hell is a myth meant to make people unhappy
Goal is self-improvement
	Not a dogma religion – teachings are diverse and eclectic

Nor organization or central leader

All religions have truth and are one

Use of a variety of practices and writings

Look to the dark side for “guidance”

Goal is a new age
	Dogma based on Scripture alone
Organized around the local congregation

Jesus is the only way

Use of Scripture alone centered on Christ – the Word made flesh

Hell is place of punishment for those without faith in Christ

Goal is eternal life with Christ




Questions for discussion
1. Why would people fall for these “counterfeit” religions?
2. What is the one thing that characterizes all non-Christian religions?

3. What makes Christianity unique?
4. What has been helpful to you in this study?
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