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Study Six:  Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
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· In 1827 Joseph Smith is discovers plates upon which are engraved “The Book of Mormon” on a hillside in upstate New York.  
· Persecuted as a cult everywhere they went, Smith and his followers moved from state to state.  
· After settling in Illinois, the U.S. Government caught up with Smith.  The government forced the Mormons to give up their practice of polygamy.  
· Smith and his brother were later jailed for destroying a printing office that printed anti-Mormon literature. 
· In 1844, a mob attacked the prison, killing Smith and his brother.  Brigham Young became the new leader, and to avoid further persecution, moved the group to Salt Lake City.  

Statistics
· 4.8 million in the U.S.; 10 million worldwide
· At present rate of growth, membership will reach 20 million by 2010
Secret (Sacred) Rituals
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Baptism for the dead
· Done by proxy (usually visiting teens on a “temple excursion”)

· "Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, I baptize you for and in behalf of (name) who is dead, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen."

· Hundreds can be done in an hour

· Dead person is made member of church

Endowment
· Like an initiation rite

· Two parts:  1. Washing ceremony   2. Secret passwords, instructions and oaths

· Done for living or dead (by proxy for dead)

· Threat of death for revealing secrets removed from ritual in 1990

Sealings
· Makes family relationships eternal

· Performed for husband and wife and children to parents

· Done for living and the dead (by proxy for dead)

Second Anointing (or Second Endowment)
· Very rare; reserved now for only those in highest leadership
· Done by invitation only to husband and wife

· Guarantees their salvation and the highest place in celestial heaven
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· Smith claims was written by Moroni and other ancients.

· Tells the story of ancient civilizations in North America.

· Written in “Reformed Egyptian”, plates were destroyed by Smith after being translated into English.

· People came to North America after the tower of Babel, and again in 600 B.C. These people built great civilizations and fought epic battles.  Archeological evidence directly contradicts stories in the Book of Mormon. 
· Tells of Jesus’ visit to North America after his resurrection.

· Has seen over 3000 changes since it was first written
Other Practices:

· tithing, no alcohol, tobacco or hot beverages.

· Polygamy, no longer practiced.

· 2 years mandated mission work post college.  

	COMPARISON CHART
	Latter Day Saints
	Christianity

	God
	Three gods – Father, Son, Holy Spirit; not one being;
Father and Son have physical bodies;
God was once a man


	One God in three persons

	Bible
	Only use King James version of the Bible (correctly interpreted) and the Book of Mormon as the word of God; Also accept ongoing revelation received by present-day prophets.

	The Bible is the final revelation of God given through prophets and apostles.


	Jesus
	Procreated son of God; born as a spirit child by the heavenly Father and heavenly mother and born a human child by heavenly Father and Mary; his death is a partial atonement for sin for all people regardless of faith


	True God, begotten from all eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary;  his death and resurrection provide complete atonement for sin


	Sin
	Adam’s sin was a “necessary step” in God’s plan to make us like him; 
No original sin – children born innocent


	A human condition that can only be overcome by Jesus Christ



	Salvation
	Based on obedience to the commands of the Mormon church;
Faithful Mormons live eternally in celestial heaven, Good non-Mormons live in terrestrial heaven the evil live in telestial heaven


	Redemption by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ;

Received by grace through faith.


	Other teachings
	The true church was restored in the vision to Joseph Smith after it became apostate in the first century

Reject infant baptism; Baptism by immersion only; also baptism for the dead

Bread and water communion considered a symbol of renewing covenant with God 
Most male members 12 years and older hold a priesthood; Aaronic priesthood handles secular affairs, Melchizedek priesthood handles spiritual affairs

	The true church extends beyond time and space (catholic) and is based on the teachings of the apostles

Baptism is regeneration; no form of baptism prescribed
Lord’s Supper celebrated as a communion with the body and blood of Christ in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

Priesthood of all believers; ordained ministry instituted by Christ


Questions for discussion

1.  Read Galatinas 1:6-9  

What does Paul mean by “a different Gospel?”  

Why do you think “different Gospels” become attractive and appealing to people?
2.  What is a cult?
1. Deny some part of scriptural doctrine regarding Jesus.

2. Have a leader with a new revelation

3. Have unique rituals and/or visible actions

4. Redefine standard Christian terms

5. Reject the early church

6. are not consistent with either biblical doctrine or their own theology

(from One God Many Gods CPH 1998)
How do cults attract members?
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