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Study Three:  Islam
History of Islam
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· Around 600 A.D. in the town of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, the prophet Mohammed (also Muhammad) begins preaching submission to Allah as a result of a vision by the angel Gabriel

· Spread through Middle East, northern Africa and parts of Europe
· Rose to military power and conquered Mecca in 630 A.D.
· During the Dark Ages, Islamic scholars excelled in the areas of architecture, education, medicine, economics, science, literature and the arts.
· In modern times, Islam has divided into two main sects:  Sunnis (about 85% of Muslims) are more moderate.  The Shi’ites are more militant and conservative.  (Shi’ites are primarily in Iran and the Taliban)
Statistics
· 3.5 million Muslims in U.S.
· 20% of the world’s population are Muslim
· 2nd largest religion in the world (second to Christianity)

· Fastest growing religion in the world?
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Match the term with the definition on the right.

Term 






1. __F__ Shahada
2. __B__Jihad
3. __A__Ramadan
4.__D__Zakah
5.__G__Hajj
6.__C__Imam
7.__E__ Mosque


Definition
A.  Annual time of fasting
B. to contend for the faith by any means necessary
C. religious leader and teacher in Muslim community; leads prayers
D. Obligatory distribution of wealth
E.  Muslim house of worship

F. Statement of faith recited frequently by faithful Muslim:  “There is no god but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet.”
G.  Pilgrimage to Mecca; once in a lifetime for every able Muslim
Five Pillars of Islam
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1.  Faith
in one God and Mohammed as his prophet
2.  Prayer
performed at least 5 times a day
3.  Charity
setting aside money for those in need
4.  Fasting 
during the month of Ramadan
5.  Pilgrimage
to Mecca once in a lifetime
Note:  Some also list Jihad as a sixth pillar
	COMPARISON CHART
	Islam
	Christianity

	God
	One God – Allah

	One God --  revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

	Bible
	The Qur’an records the word of God revealed by the angel Gabriel to the prophet Mohammed – the final word of prophecy;
The New Testament is a corrupted version of the original “Book of Jesus”


	The Bible is the revelation of God given through prophets and apostles; It reveals Christ and our salvation – God’s final word;
The New Testament is God-breathed Scripture that completes Old Testament prophecy



	Jesus
	A prophet to Israel; not God;

deny his crucifixion and resurrection;
he will return in the last days;
Jesus’ prophetic ministry culminated in the revelation to the prophet Mohammed.


	The Son of God and Savior of the world whose death and resurrection secured salvation for all who believe.

	Sin
	Breaking the law revealed in the Qur’an
	A human condition that can only be overcome by Jesus Christ



	Salvation
	Pleasing Allah with submission and obedience
	Redemption by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ



	Other teachings
	God created the world beginning with Adam and Eve who received the imprint of Allah’s ownership

Human beings are born without sin with the capacity to do good for the pleasure of Allah
Paradise for those whose good conduct in life outweighed the bad; hell may be temporary for Muslim, permanent for “unbeliever”
Hierarchy of society:  Muslims, followed by Jews and Christians (People of the Book), followed by polytheists

	God created the world beginning with Adam and Eve who were made in the image of God

Human beings are born in sin and do good through faith in Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

Heaven a free gift received through faith in Christ; hell is eternal punishment for those without faith in Christ.

All nations and races are created equal in God’s sight


Do Muslims and Christians worship the same God?

· When the Bible is translated into Arabic, it uses the word, Allah for God.  There is no other word.
· Both Islam and Christianity affirm “monotheism”
· The Qur’an states that Muslims, Jews and Christians worship the same god.

However . . .

· Muslims reject the idea of the Trinity – the central belief for Christians regarding who God is

· The true God revealed in Scripture is knowable; Allah is distant and cannot be known personally.

· Allah does not enter human history; the God of Scriptures intervenes in history and became incarnate (true man)

· The God of the Bible loves the world; Allah hates the unbeliever and the evildoer.

The true God of the Bible and Allah differ in their nature (who they are) and character (how they act).  Muslims and Christians have a completely different understanding of God.
Questions for discussion

1. What common ground do Christians and Muslims share that might be the basis for sharing the Gospel?
2. How might these Scriptures be helpful in sharing the Gospel with a Muslim?

Romans 3:21-24
Romans 5:8-9
2 Timothy 1:12

1 Peter 5:6-7

Hebrews 1:1-2

2 Corinthians 5:21

2 Corinthians 13:14

Any others?
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