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Study Two:  Judaism
History of Judaism
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· Begins with Abraham in 2000 B.C. 

· Grew into a mighty nation during slavery in Egypt

· Delivered from slavery by God through Moses.

· Inhabited the ‘promised land’

· Taken into captivity by Assyrian and Babylonian invaders, and later set free by Persians.
Rabbinic Period  (168 B.C. – 1000 A.D.)

· 70 A.D. – destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by Romans

· Diaspora – Jews dispersed throughout the world
· Talmud – 2,700 page collection of legal code for Jews taught by ancient rabbis
Medieval Period  (1000 – 1650)

· Strained relationship with Christianity 

Modern Period  (1650 – present)
· Judaism divided into three groups – orthodox, conservative and reformed
· 6 million Jews killed in the Holocaust
· Established as independent nation again after WWII.
Statistics
· 6 million Jews in the U.S. (3.5 million members of synagogues)

· 2,440 congregations in the U.S.
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Shabbat  (Sabbath)

   Friday sundown – Saturday sundown
Match the festival with the description on the right.

Festival 






1. __C__ Hanukkah
2. __F__Passover

3. __B__Pentecost (Weeks)

4.__G__Rosh Hashanah
5.__E__Yom Kippur

6.__A__Sukkot (Tabernacles)

7.__D__Purim


Description
A.  A feast commemorating the 40 years of wandering the wilderness

B. A harvest festival commemorating the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai
C. An eight-day festival of lights commemorating the reclaiming of the temple in Jerusalem in 164 B.C.
D. Based on the book of Esther, a festival that celebrates the deliverance of the Jews during the Babylonian exile
E. A day of rest, confession and fasting for reconciliation between God and people.  In ancient times, this day included the sacrifice of atonement.
F. A seven-day festival celebrating deliverance from the Egyptians through the Red Sea

G. New year festival 

	COMPARISON CHART
	Judaism
	Christianity

	God
	One God – the all-powerful creator of the universe

	One God --  revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

	Bible
	The Torah (the Old Testament) is the guide for human life and reveals God’s will.  Ongoing interpretation by rabbinic tradition.

	The Old and New Testaments reveal salvation through Jesus Christ – the key to interpreting the Bible.

	Jesus
	False prophet or martyred teacher; Orthodox Jews believe the true messiah is still to come.


	The Savior of the world and fulfiller of Old Testament prophecy

	Sin
	Human action that violates God’s will
	A human condition that can only be overcome by Jesus Christ



	Salvation
	Fulfilling God’s will by living in obedience to the Torah
	Redemption by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ



	Other teachings
	Worship is centered in the home and synagogues.  The synagogue is a place of prayer, learning, and social activity. 

Emphasis on rituals that mark the cycle of life (i.e. Bris, Bar/Bat Mitzvah)

Emphasis on observing holy days – festivals that mark important moments in Jewish history.

Israel is the geo-political-cultural inheritance of God’s people.

Orthodox Jews believe in a loosely defined afterlife “with the fathers”; many Jews deny an afterlife.
	Worship is centered in the church where the faithful gather around word and sacrament.

Emphasis on growth in faith beginning in baptism and strengthened through word and sacrament.

Emphasis on observing the church year that marks important moments in the life of Christ.

The church redeemed by Christ is the new Israel.

Literal heaven and hell defined by Scripture; the promise of heaven is for all believers in Christ




Prophecies of the Messiah

	Genesis 3:15

	The Messiah (seed of the woman) will crush Satan’s head

	Genesis 12:13-7

	The covenant with Abraham includes the promise of the Messiah.

	Genesis 49:10

	The Messiah would come from the tribe of Judah

	Deuteronomy 8:15-19

	He would be a prophet like Moses

	Isaiah 7:14

	He would be born of a virgin

	Micah 5:2

	He would be born in Bethlehem

	Jeremiah 31:31-34

	He would institute a new covenant

	Isaiah 52:13; 53:3-12

	The Messiah is described as a suffering servant

	Jonah 1:17-2:10

	He would be resurrected after three days


YESHUA Is the Answer

Read Luke 4:14-21.  Here Jesus applies the Old Testament to himself.
The Old is in the New revealed.
The New is in the Old concealed.

Read Romans 3:21-24 and Romans 4:1-3.
· Paul was a Jewish Christian writing to Jews and Christians in Rome.  

· What was the common denominator for both Jews and Christians according to Paul?

Questions for discussion

1.  How is it possible that the Jews missed the message of the promised Messiah?

2.  Why is it important to distinguish between the Israelites of the Bible and modern Jews?

3.  Why do you think many Christians believe it is inappropriate to evangelize to Jews?  
4.  Is it possible to be a Jewish Christian?

5.  How might a Christian individual/Christian congregation respond to a Jewish person?

6.  How would you share the Gospel with a Jewish person?  What Scriptures would you use?
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