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Study One:  Postmodern Thought
That’s so Post-modern!
· Only 22% of Americans believe that absolute truth exists

· 64% of adults said that truth is always relative to the person and their situation.

· 83% of teens said moral truth depends on circumstances.

· To the question: What is the basis for your moral/ethical decisions?  The number one response was “Doing whatever feels right or comfortable in a situation”

(from Barna Research Group Findings: (12/17/01)

Postmodern messages:

“As long as you’re happy . . . “
“As long as you’re not hurting anyone else . . .”
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“As long as it works for you . . .”

[image: image3.wmf]“I would never want to impose my beliefs on someone else!”

“Everyone can make up his own mind.”
[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]

What is postmodernism?
1.  A reaction to modernism
2. Characterized by relativism
Examples:

3. Emphasis on feelings and experiences 
4. Religious pluralism 
	COMPARISON CHART
	Modernism
	Post-Modernism
	Christianity

	God
	No God;

Skepticism about supernatural


	No personal God;

Interest in supernatural experiences


	Belief in a personal God revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

	Bible
	Authority is derived from science and human reason


	Authority comes from the culture and human feelings; no ultimate authority


	Authority comes from God’s revealed Word

	Jesus
	A good man
	A product of his culture
	The Son of God

	Sin
	Ignorance
	Culturally defined
	Rebellion against God

	Salvation
	Education
	Whatever works for you


	Redemption by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ



	Other teachings
	Knowledge starts with man

Science provides precise definitions
	Knowledge starts with man

There are no clear definitions; everything is relative
	Knowledge starts with God

Scripture provides precise definitions


Buzz Words vs. God’s Word
Buzz Word 






Diversity
Multiculturalism
Tolerance





Political Correctness

God’s Word
Galatians 3:28




Romans 10:12
1 Corinthians 12:12
Matthew 28:19
Ephesians 4:32
Ephesians 4:15
Why study world religions in a postmodern world?

1. To better understand our Christian faith, confess it boldly and avoid false religious views.

Colossians 2:8

2. To better understand our world and our “neighbor”  
2 Timothy 4:2-4

3. To provide our children and our “neighbor” with something solid to fill the void left by postmodern thought.

1 Peter 3:15

4. To know the Truth that sets us free!

John 14:6

John 8:31-32
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SCHEDULE


September 10
Postmodern Thought



September 17
Judaism 



September 24
Islam



October 1
Hinduism/Buddhism



October 8
Latter Day Saints (Mormons)



October 15
Jehovah’s Witnesses



October 22
New Age/Scientology


Remember to bring your Bible!

BIBLE VERSES FOR STUDY ONE
Galatians 3:28    There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Romans 10:12   For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him.
1 Corinthians 12:12   The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 
Matthew 28:19   Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 4:32   Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Ephesians 4:15   Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

Colossians 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

2 Timothy 4:2-4   Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

1 Peter 3:15   But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

John 14:6   Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 8:31-32   To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Ten you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
“How can it be wrong when it feels so right?”





“FOLLOW YOUR HEART”














