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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 9 -- Book Three: Chapters 10 - 12
Hope
Faith (1)
Faith (2)
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 10:  HOPE
“Aim at Heaven and you will get earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will get neither. It seems a strange rule, but something like it can be seen at work in other matters. Health is a great blessing, but the moment you make health one of your main, direct objects you start becoming a crank and imagining there is something wrong with you. You are only likely to get health provided you want other things more -food, games, work, fun, open air. In the same way, we shall never save civilization as long as civilization is our main object. We must learn to want something else even more.”  (p. 134)

What do you think it means to “aim at heaven?”  What would change if you did?
What are some examples in history of “Christians who did most for the present world” by thinking most of the next?  (p. 134)
READ Colossians 3:2-3
“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does not prove that the universe is a fraud.  Probably earthly pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the real thing. If that is so, I must take care, on the one hand, never to despise, or be unthankful for, these earthly blessings, and on the other, never to mistake them for the something else of which they are only a kind of copy, or echo, or mirage. I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true country, which I shall not find till after death; I must never let it get snowed under or turned aside; 
I must make it the main object of life to press on to that other country and to help others to do the same."  (p. 136-137)
How have you experienced this?  How should this affect our lives now?
Chapter 11:  FAITH
In what two ways does Lewis define “faith?”
1.  (p. 138)
____________________________________________________________________
2.  (p. 141f) 
___________________________________________________________________
“Now Faith, in the sense in which I am here using the word, is the art of holding on to things your reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods. For moods will change, whatever view your reason takes. I know that by experience.  Now that I am a Christian I do have moods in which the whole thing looks very improbable: but when I was an atheist I had moods in which Christianity looked terribly probable. This rebellion of your moods against your real self is going to come anyway. That is why Faith is such a necessary virtue: unless you teach your moods "where they get off," you can never be either a sound Christian or even a sound atheist, but just a creature dithering to and fro, with its beliefs really dependent on the weather and the state of its digestion. Consequently one must train the habit of Faith.”  (p. 140 -141)
In what areas of life must we “teach our moods where they get off?” 

How do we “train the habit of faith?”
“I think every one who has some vague belief in God, until he becomes a Christian, has the idea of an exam, or of a bargain in his mind. The first result of real Christianity is to blow that idea into bits. When they find it blown into bits, some people think this means that Christianity is a failure and give up. They seem to imagine that God is very simple-minded! In fact, of course, He knows all about this.  One of the very things Christianity was designed to do was to blow this idea to bits.”  (p. 142 – 143)


Why does this idea of an exam or bargain with God need to be “blown into bits?”

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already. So 

that when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and saying, "Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present." Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child's present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that 

the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that real life begins. The man is awake now.”

In what sense are we “awake” when we finally realize we can’t bargain with God or meet him halfway?
How does this impact the stewardship of our lives?

Chapter 12:  FAITH

“In one sense, the road back to God is a road of moral effort, of trying harder and harder. But in another sense it is not trying that is ever going to bring us home. All this trying leads up to the vital moment at which you turn to God and say, "You must do this. I can't."  (p. 146)

Why is the ”vital moment” in our lives the moment we give up the struggle?
“Christ offers something for nothing: He even offers everything for nothing.  In a sense, the whole Christian life consists in accepting that very remarkable offer.”  (p. 147)


Do you agree that the whole Christian life consists in accepting that very remarkable offer?   Isn’t there more to it than that?
“To trust Him means, of course, trying to do all that He says. There would be no sense in 
saying you trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really handed yourself over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey Him. But trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these things in order to be saved, but because He has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a first faint gleam of Heaven is

already inside you.”  (p. 147 – 148)

Read Ephesians 2:10

What danger is there in the perversion of “faith alone?”  (p. 148)
“I think all Christians would agree with me if I said that though Christianity seems at first to be all about morality, all about duties and rules and guilt and virtue, yet it leads you on, out of all that, into something beyond. One has a glimpse of a country where they do not talk of those things, except perhaps as a joke. Every one there is filled full with what we should call goodness as a mirror is filled with light.  But they do not call it goodness. They do not call it anything. They are not thinking of it. They are too busy looking at the source from which it comes. But this is near the stage where the road passes over the rim of our world. No one's eyes can see very far beyond that:  lots of people's eyes can see further than mine.”  (p. 149 -150)

How do we keep our eyes on the source?

READ Book Four, Chapters 1 - 3 (p. 153 - 171)
Remaining schedule:

April 9

Book Four, Chapters 4 – 6  (p. 172 – 186)
April 16
Easter – no class (Come watch the Puppet Extravaganza!)
April 23
Book Four, Chapters 7 – 9  (p. 187 – 206)
April 30 
Book Four, Chapters 10 – 11  (p. 207 – 227)
Pick your three favorite quotes!
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