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Study Guide 8 -- Book Three: Chapters 7-9
Forgiveness
The Great Sin 
Charity
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 7:  FORGIVENESS
“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive.”  (p. 115)
“If we really want (but all depends on really wanting) to learn how to forgive, perhaps we had better start with something easier than the Gestapo.  One might start with forgiving one’s husband or wife, or parents or children . . . That will probably keep us busy for the moment.”  (p. 116)

How do we learn forgiveness?

READ Ephesians 4:32

“I remember Christian teachers telling me long ago that I must hate a bad man's actions, but not hate the bad man: or, as they would say, hate the sin but not the sinner. For a long time I used to think this a silly, straw-splitting distinction: how could you hate what a man did and not hate the man? But years later it occurred to me that there was one man to whom I had been doing this all my life-namely myself. However much I might dislike my own cowardice or conceit or greed, I went on loving myself. There had never been the slightest difficulty about it. In fact the very reason why I hated the things was that I loved the man. Just because I loved myself, I was sorry to find that I was the sort of man who did those things. Consequently, Christianity does not want us to reduce by one atom the hatred we feel for cruelty and treachery. We ought to hate them. Not one word of what we have said about them needs to be unsaid. But it does want us to hate them in the same way in which we hate things in ourselves: being sorry that the man should have done such things, and hoping, if it is anyway possible, that somehow, sometime, somewhere, he can be cured and made human again.” (p. 117)
How do you imagine applying “hate the sin; love the sinner” to those you want to forgive?


What is the ultimate example of this?

“I imagine somebody will say, "Well, if one is allowed to condemn the enemy's acts, and punish him, and kill him, what difference is left between Christian morality and the ordinary view?" All the difference in the world.  Remember, we Christians think man lives for ever. Therefore, what really matters is those little marks or twists on the central, inside part of the soul which are going to turn it, in the long run, into a heavenly or a hellish creature. We may kill if necessary, but we must not hate and enjoy hating. We may punish if necessary, but we must not enjoy it. In other words, something inside us, the feeling of resentment, the feeling that wants to get one's own back, must be simply killed. I do not mean that anyone can decide this moment that he will never feel it any more. That is not how things happen. I mean that every time it bobs its head up, day after day, year after year, all our lives long, we must hit it on the head. It is hard work, but the attempt is not impossible. Even while we kill and punish we must try to feel about the enemy as we feel about ourselves- to wish that he were not bad. to hope that he may, in this world or another, be cured: in fact, to wish his good. That is what is meant in the Bible by loving him: wishing his good, not feeling fond of him nor saving he is nice when he is not.

I admit that this means loving people who have nothing lovable about them. . . Perhaps it makes it easier if we remember that that is how He loves us. Not for any nice, attractive qualities we think we have, but just because we are the things called selves.”  (p. 120)

Does this help us understand what it means to “love our enemies” as Jesus commanded us?
Think of a person you have the most difficulty forgiving – do you think this way of thinking would make a difference?

Chapter 8:  THE GREAT SIN
“According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride.  Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that are mere fleabites in comparison:  it was through Pride that the devil became the devil:  Pride leads to every other vice:  it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”  (p. 121- 122)


How does pride place a role in every other vice?  
What does the sin of pride have to do with the First Commandment?

READ Psalm 10:4

“It is Pride which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since the world began.  All other vices may sometimes bring people together:  you may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness among drunken people or unchaste people.  But pride always means enmity – it is enmity.  And not only enmity between man and man, but enmity to God.”  (p. 123-124)
How does pride effect your relationships at work, with your family and with God?
“The real test of being in the presence of God is, that you either forget about yourself altogether or see yourself as a small, dirty object.  It is better to forget about yourself altogether.  It is a terrible thing that the worst of all the vices can smuggle itself into the very center of our religious life.  But you can see why.  The other, and less bad, vices come from the devil working on us through our animal nature.  But this does not come through our animal nature at all.  It comes direct from Hell.  It is purely spiritual.  Consequently it is far more subtle and deadly.  For the same reason, Pride can often by used to beat down the simpler vices.  Teachers, in fact, often appeal to a boy’s Pride, or, as they call it, his self-respect. To make him behave decently:  many a man has overcome cowardice, or lust, or ill-temper, by learning to think that they are beneath his dignity – that is by Pride.  The devil laughs.  He is perfectly content to see you becoming chaste and brave and self-controlled provided, all the time, he is setting up in you the Dictatorship of Pride – just as he would be quite content to see your chilblains* cured if he was allowed, in return, to give you cancer.  For Pride is a spiritual cancer:  it eats up the very possibility of love, or contentment or even common sense.”  (p. 125)
* chilblains = minor skin irritations on the hands and feet due to the cold


Why is pride a purely spiritual vice?  

How does it eat away at love, contentment, or even common sense?
Some misunderstandings about Pride:
1. “Pleasure in being praised . . . “  (p. 125f)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.  Being “proud of” someone . . .   (p. 127)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Is God proud?  (p. 127f)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. What does the humble man look like?  (p. 128;  see quote on next page)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what most people call ‘humble’ nowadays:  he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he is nobody.  Probably all you will think about his is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real interest in what you said to him.”  (p. 128)
Chapter 9:  CHARITY

“Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets.  When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to love him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will find yourself disliking him more.”  (p. 131)
Why are feelings of love irrelevant to actually loving someone?  How do we get those feelings?
If love is not an emotion, what is it?
“Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make every day are of such infinite importance.  The smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic point from which, a few months later, you may be able to go on to victories you never dreamed of. An apparently trivial indulgence in lust or anger today is the loss of a

ridge or railway line or bridgehead from which the enemy may launch an attack otherwise impossible.”  (p. 132)
Why are the little decisions we make of such infinite importance?
“On the whole, God's love for us is a much safer subject to think about than our love for Him. Nobody can always have devout feelings: and even if we could, feelings are not what God principally cares about. Christian Love, either towards God or towards man, is an affair of the will. If we are trying to do His will we are obeying the commandment, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God." He will give us feelings of love if He pleases. We cannot create them for ourselves, and we must not demand them as a right. But the great thing to remember is that, though our feelings come and go, His love for us does not. It is not wearied by our sins, or our indifference; and, therefore, it is quite relentless in its determination that we shall be cured of those sins, at whatever cost to us, at whatever cost to Him.”  (p. 132 -133)

Why is God’s love for us a safer subject to ponder?  

What does it mean for your life that God’s love does not come and go?

READ Book Three, Chapters 10 –12 (p. 134 - 150)
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“Love the sinner but hate the sin.”





St. Augustine
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