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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 6 -- Book Three: Chapters 1-3
The Three Parts of Morality
The Cardinal Virtues
Social Morality
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 1:  THE THREE PARTS OF MORALITY 
“Morality, then, seems to be concerned with three things:  firstly, with fair play and harmony between individuals.  Secondly, with what might be called tidying up or harmonizing the things inside each individual.  Thirdly, with the general purpose of human life as a whole:  what man was made for:  what course the whole fleet ought to be on:  what tune the conductor of the band wants it to play.”  (p. 72)

How do most people define morality?
Which of these three areas of morality most distinguishes Christianity from other religions?
“As long as men are twisters or bullies they will find some new way of carrying on the old game under the new system.  You cannot make men good by law.”  (p. 73)
What makes men good?  

Read Matthew 15:1-19; Psalm 51:10
Chapter 2:  THE CARDINAL VIRTUES


How does Lewis describe these four virtues?

Prudence  (p.77)
Temperance  (p. 78)

Justice  (p. 79)
Fortitude  (p. 79)

SOME MISUNDERSTANDINGS
“He wants us to be simple, single-minded, affectionate, and teachable, as good children are; but He also wants every bit of intelligence we have to be alert at its job and in first-class fighting trim.”  (p. 77)

What is a misunderstanding about prudence according to Lewis?

“The moment he starts saying the things are bad in themselves, or looking down his nose at other people who do use them, he has taken the wrong turning.”  (p. 78)


What is a misunderstanding about temperance?  

“A man who perseveres in doing just actions gets in the end a certain quality of character.  Now it is that quality rather than the particular actions which we mean when we talk of a ‘virtue.’”  (p. 80)
What is the difference between action and character according to Lewis?

Why is this distinction important?  (3 reasons – p. 80)
1.  _____________________________________________________________________
2.  _____________________________________________________________________
3.  _____________________________________________________________________
Chapter 3:  SOCIAL MORALITY

“The first thing to get clear about Christian morality between man and man is that in this department Christ did not come to preach any brand new morality.”  (p. 82)


What did Jesus introduce that was “new” in regard to the Law?
“The real job of every moral teacher is to keep on bringing us back, time after time, to the old simple principles which we are all so anxious not to see; like bringing a horse back and back to the fence it has refused to jump or bringing a child back and back to the bit in its lesson that it wants to shirk.”  (p. 82)

What is the job of moral teachers?  How is this different from “quacks and cranks?”

CHRISTIAN SOCIETY


“It (Christianity) was never intended to replace or supersede the ordinary human arts and sciences:  it is rather a director which will set them all to the right jobs, and a source of energy which will give them all new life, if only they will put themselves at its disposal.”  (p. 83)

What does it mean that “The Church ought to give us a lead?”  What does this have to do with one’s vocation? 
How does Lewis describe a Christian society?  (p. 84)  

“We have all departed from that total plan (for Christianity) in different ways, and each of us wants to make out that his own modification of the original plan is the plan itself.  You will find this again and again about anything that is really Christian: every one is attracted by bits of it and wants to pick out those bits and leave the rest.  That is why we do not get much further:  and this is why people who are fighting for quite opposite things can both say they are fighting for Christianity.”  (p. 85)

Give some contemporary examples of this.

$$$$$$$

What is Lewis’ “interest”ing view of investments? (p. 85)  Do you agree?
“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give.  I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare.  In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little.  If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small.  There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charities expenditure excludes them.”  (p. 86)
What is Lewis’ advice about giving?  How does this make you feel?

What are two obstacles to this kin d of giving?  (p. 86-87)
READ Book Three, Chapters 4 -6   (p. 88 - 114)
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