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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 5 -- Book Two: Chapters 4-5
The Perfect Penitent
The Practical Conclusion
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4:  THE PERFECT PENITENT 
“However strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that (Jesus) was and is God.  God has landed on this enemy-occupied world in human form.”  (p. 53)
What is “strange or terrifying or unlikely” about God coming to our world in human form?

How is this unique from other religious systems?

THE PURPOSE OF IT ALL
“What was the purpose of it all?  What did he come to do?  Well, to teach, of course; but as soon as you look into the New Testament or any other Christian writing you will find they are constantly talking about something different – about his death and His coming to life again.  It is obvious that Christians think the chief point of the story lies there.  They think the main thing He came to earth to do was to suffer and be killed.”  (p. 53)
What is the danger of emphasizing Jesus’ teaching as his purpose in coming to earth?
How can we strengthen our witness in telling “the chief point of the story?”
“We believe that the death of Christ is just that point in history at which something absolutely unimaginable from outside shows through into our own world.  And if we cannot picture even the atoms of which our own world is built, of course we are not going to be able to picture this.  Indeed, if we found that we could fully understand it, that very fact would show it was not what it professes to be – the inconceivable.”  (p. 55)
How can we commit our lives to something that is impossible for us to fully comprehend?

How do we grasp the truth of Jesus?

How does its incomprehensibility make it more credible?  (remember . . . “the queer twist that real things have”) 
FORMULAS AND THEORIES

“We know that Christ was killed for us, that His death has washed out our sins, and that by dying He disabled death itself.  That is the formula.  That is Christianity.  That is what has to be believed.”  (p. 55)
What is the difference between the “formula” and “theories” about how the formula works?


What “theory” does Lewis discuss?  What are some other “theories” or ways of describing the Gospel message?
REPENTANCE

“Now what was the sort of ‘hole’ man had got himself into?  He had tried to set up on his own, to behave as if he belonged to himself.  In other words, fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who must lay down his arms.  Laying down your arms, surrendering, saying you are sorry, realizing that you have been on the wrong track and getting ready to start life over again from the ground floor – that is the only way out of our ‘hole.’  This process of surrender – this movement full speed astern – is what Christians call repentance.  Now repentance is no fun at all.”  (p. 56)

What about those who say that there is a little good in everyone?  
How does the enemy convince us that all we need is improvement?  
What is it about repentance that is “no fun?” 

READ Romans 3:10

“Only a bad person needs to repent:  only a good person can repent perfectly.  The worse you are the more you need it and the less you can do it.  The only person who could do it perfectly would be a perfect person – and he would not need it . . . the same badness which makes us need it, makes us unable to do it.”  (p. 57)
“You and I can only go through this process only if God does it in us; but God can do it only if He becomes man.  Out attempts at this dying will succeed only if we men share in God’s dying . . but we cannot share God’s dying unless God dies; and He cannot die except by being a man.”   (p. 58)

Did God really die?  

What is more important:  Jesus being fully human?  Or Jesus being fully God?  
Which gets more emphasis?

READ Romans 5:19;  Galatians 3:13; Hebrew 2:14

UNFAIR ADVANTAGE?


“The perfect submission, the perfect suffering, the perfect death were not only easier to Jesus because He was God, but were possible only because He was God. . . .That advantage – call it ‘unfair’ if you life – is the only reason why he can be of any use to me.  To what will you look for help if you will not look to that which is stronger than yourself?”  (p.  58-59)
Was it easy for Jesus to suffer and die?

What examples from Jesus’ life support your conclusion?

READ John 6:68

Chapter 5:  THE PRACTICAL CONCLUSION

“Now the Christian belief is that if we somehow share the humility and suffering of Christ we shall also share in His conquest of death and find a new life after we have died and in it become perfect, and perfectly happy, creatures.  This means something more than trying to follow his teaching.”  (p. 60)

“In Christ a new kind of man has appeared: and the new kind of life which began in Him is to be put into us.”    (p. 60)


What does this say about our real identity?  What is our purpose?

READ 2 Corinthians 5:17; Philippians 3:7-11
THE CHRIST-LIFE

“There are three things that spread the Christ-life to us:  baptism, belief, and that mysterious action which different Christians call by different names – Holy Communion, the Mass, the Lord’s Supper.”  (p. 61)   . . . “God never meant man to be a purely spiritual creature.  That is why He uses material things like bread and wine to put the new life into us.”  (p. 64)


What is ordinary about these “means of grace?”
Is the Christ-life only a spiritual life?  In what way is it material?
“A Christian is not a man who never goes wrong, but a man who is enabled to repent and pick himself up and begin over again after each stumble – because the Christ-life is inside him, repairing him all the time, enabling him to repeat (in some degree) the kind of voluntary death which Christ Himself carried out.”  (p. 63)

“The Christian thinks any good he does comes from the Christ-life inside him.  He does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good because He loves us; just as the roof of a greenhouse does not attract the sun because it is bright, but becomes bright because the sun shines on it.”  (p. 63)


In what way is the Christian “good” and how does he do “good?”  

WHY THE DISGUISE?

“Why is God landing in this enemy-occupied world in disguise and starting a sort of secret society to undermine the devil?  Why is He not landing in force, invading it?  Is it that He is not strong enough?  Well, Christians think He is going to land in force; we do not know when.  But we can guess why He is delaying.  He wants to give us the change of joining His side freely. . . When the author walks on to the stage the play is over.  God is going to invade, alright; but what is the good of saying you are on His side then?  . . .For this time it will be God without disguise; something so overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible love or irresistible horror into every creature . . God is holding back to give us that chance.  It will not last for ever.  We must take it or leave it.”


How does Lewis explain God’s disguise and his delay in “invading?”  


In what way does the fact that the “author” will soon walk on the stage give an urgency to our lives and our mission as a church?

READ Book Three, Chapters 1 – 3  (p. 69 – 87)
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