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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 4 -- Book Two: Chapters 1-3
The Rival Conceptions of God
The Invasion

The Shocking Alternative
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 1:  THE RIVAL CONCEPTIONS OF GOD 
“If you are an atheist you do have to believe that the main point in all the religions of the whole world is simply one huge mistake.  If you are a Christian, you are free to think that all those religions, even the queerest ones, contain at least some hint of the truth.  When I was an atheist I had to try to persuade myself that most of the human race have always been wrong about the question that mattered to them most; when I became a Christian I was able to take a more liberal view.  But, of course, being a Christian does mean thinking that where Christianity differs from other religions, Christianity is right and they are wrong.  As in arithmetic – there is only one right answer to a sum, and all other answers are wrong; but some of the wrong answers are much nearer being right than others.  (p. 35) 
What “hint of the truth” do you observe in “even the queerest” of religions?  
In what way is the denial of God more closed-minded than Christian faith?  In what way does Christianity take a “more liberal view?”

PANTHEISM

“People who all believe in God can be divided according to the sort of God they believe in.  There are two very different ideas on this subject . . . The first of these views – the one that thinks God beyond good and evil – is called Pantheism.”  (p. 36)


What is Pantheism?  What are some examples of this in our culture today?

A FIGHTING RELIGION?

“For Christianity is a fighting religion. It thinks God made the world – that space and time, heat and cold, and all the colors and tastes, and all the animals and vegetables, are things that God ‘made up out of His head’ as a man makes up a story.  But it also thinks that a great many things have gone wrong with the world that God made and that God insists, and insists very loudly, on our putting them right again.”  (p. 37-38)

How is Christianity a “fighting” religion?  What is it fighting for and who/what is it fighting against?

Chapter 2:  THE INVASION

“. . . atheism is too simple.  And I will tell you another view that is also too simple.  It is the view I call Christianity-and-water, the view which simply says there is a good God in Heaven and everything is all right – leaving out all the difficult and terrible doctrines about sin and hell and the devil, and the redemption.  Both these are boys’ philosophies.  It is no good asking for a simple religion.  After all, real things are not simple.”  (p. 40)

In what ways is Christianity “not simple?”  

Why is “Christianity-and-water” unsatisfying?
THAT QUEER TWIST

“Reality, in fact, is usually something you could not have guessed.  That is one of the reasons I believe Christianity.  It is a religion you could not have guessed.  If it offered us just the kind of universe we had always expected, I should feel we were making it up.  But, in fact, it is not the sort of thing anyone would have made up.  It has just that queer twist about it that real things have.”  (p. 41-42)

What “queer twist” does Christianity have that makes it real?  

How does paradox fit into the truth of Christianity?

What is it about Christianity that is different from what we would have expected?

READ 1 Corinthians 1:27-31
DUALISM

“Dualism means the belief that there are two equal and independent powers at the back of everything, one of them good and the other bad, and that this universe is the battlefield in which they fight out an endless war.”  (p. 42)


What is the “catch” of Dualism?  What are some examples of Dualism? 
ENEMY-OCCUPIED TERRITORY

“Enemy-occupied territory – that is what this world is.  Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.  When you go to church you are really listening in to the secret wireless from our friends:  that is why the enemy is so anxious to prevent us from going.”  (p. 46)
Do you agree that the world is “enemy-occupied territory?”  What are some indications of this?  
How does this fact change our focus in terms of the spiritual battle against the devil?

READ 1 Peter 5:8-9

Chapter 3:  THE SHOCKING ALTERNATIVE

FREE WILL?

“. . .free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having.  A world of  . . . creatures that worked like machines – would hardly be worth creating. . . Of course God knew what would happen if they used their freedom the wrong way; apparently He thought it worth the risk.”  (p. 48)

FROM THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION:

“Our churches teach that man’s will has some liberty for the attainment of civil righteousness and for the choice of things subject to reason.  However, it does not have the power, without the Holy Spirit, to attain the righteousness of God – that is, spiritual righteousness – because natural man does not perceive the gifts of the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 2:14); but this righteousness is wrought in the heart when the Holy Spirit is received through the Word.”  (Article XVIII)


Are we free to choose God?  How are we made free?

READ John 15:16 and Galatians 5:1
WANTING TO BE THE CENTER

“The moment you have a self at all, there is a possibility of putting yourself first – wanting to be the center – wanting to be God, in fact.  That was the sin of Satan: and that was the sin he taught the human race.”  (p. 49)

How is this sin the root of all sin?
DIVINE FUEL


“Now God designed the human machine to run on Himself.  He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on.  There is no other.”  (p. 50)
How do we get this fuel?  

What does this say about our practice of the Lord’s Supper?

GOOD DREAMS

“He sent the human race what I call good dreams: I mean those queer stories scattered all through the heathen religions about a god who dies and comes to life again and, by his death, has somehow given new life to men.”  (p. 50)

What are some examples of these “stories?’’ How do they help pave the way for the Christian message of Christ?
HAMMERING PROCESS
“He selected one particular people and spent several centuries hammering into their heads the sort of God He was – that there was only one of Him and that He cared about right conduct.  Those people were the Jews and the Old Testament gives an account of the hammering process.”  (p. 51)

In what way did God “hammer” the Gospel through biblical history?  How does he hammer it into us today?
READ Hebrews 1:1

A POACHED EGG
“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said, would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”  (p. 52)

Do you agree that these are the only alternatives to belief about Christ?  What does it take to “fall at His feet?”

READ Mark 2:1-12
READ Book Two, Chapters 4 – 5 (p. 53 – 65)
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