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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 3 --  Book One: Chapters 4-5
What Lies Behind the Law
We Have Cause to Be Uneasy
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4:  WHAT LIES BEHIND THE LAW
“Ever since men were able to think they have been wondering what this universe really is and how it came to be there.  And, very roughly, two views have been held.  First, there is what is called the materialist view . . . The other view is the religious view.”  (p. 21-22)

Summarize these two views.  
“Why anything comes to be there at all, and whether there is anything behind the things science observes – something of a different kind – this is not a scientific question.  If there is ‘Something Behind’, then either it will have to remain altogether unknown to men or else make itself known in some different way.  The statement that there is any such thing, and the statement that there is no such thing, are neither of them statements that science can make.”  (p. 23)

“We want to know whether the universe simply happens to be what it is for no reason or whether there is a power behind it that makes it what it is.”  (p. 24)


Is reason and science limited in what it can reveal to us about reality?

Why is a belief in biblical creation an important part of Christian theology?  
READ  Hebrews 11:3

A “SOMETHING” . . . A TAME GOD

“Do not think I am going faster than I really am.  I am not yet within a hundred miles of the 
God of Christian theology.  All I have got to is a Something which is directing the universe.” (p. 25)

“The Life-Force is a sort of tame God.  You can switch it on when you want, but it will not bother you.  All the thrills of religion and none of the cost.”  (p. 27)

Why do you think some people are satisfied with a “Something?” 
Have you ever been more interested in a “tame God” than the God revealed in the Scriptures?  
Why do you think the “tame God” is so attractive?
Chapter 5:  WE HAVE CAUSE TO BE UNEASY
“We all want progress.  But progress means getting nearer to the place where you want to be.  And if you have taken a wrong turning, then to go forward does not get you any nearer.  If you are on the wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn and walking back to the right road; and in that case the man who turns back soonest is the most progressive man.  We have all seen this when doing arithmetic.  When I have stared a sum the wrong way, the sooner I admit this and go back and start again, the faster I shall get on.  There is nothing progressive about being pig-headed and refusing to admit a mistake.  And I think if you look at the present state of the world it is pretty plain that humanity has been making some big mistakes.  We are on the wrong road.  And if that is so, we must go back.  Going back is the quickest way on.”  (p. 28-29)

Have you ever had an “about-turn” in your life?  What caused you to change course? What was most difficult about it?

Repentance means literally, “to turn around.”  What direction are most of us going?  What or who are we to turn towards?

READ Joel 2:12-13

IS GOD SOFT?

“There is nothing indulgent about the Moral Law. It is as hard as nails.  It tells you to do the straight thing and it does not seem to care how painful, or dangerous, or difficult it is to do.  If God is like the Moral Law, then He is not soft.  It is no use at this stage, saying that what you mean by a ‘good” God is a God who can forgive.  You are going too quickly.  Only a Person can forgive.”  (p. 30)


What is the purpose of the Law?  What it is so important to make the distinction between Law and Gospel?

GOD IS THE ONLY COMFORT
“For the trouble is that one part of you is on His side and really agrees with His disapproval of human greed and trickery and exploitation.  You may want Him to make an exception in your own case, to let you off this one time; but you know at the bottom that unless the power behind the world really and unalterably detests that sort of behavior, then He cannot be good.  On the other hand, we know that if there does exist an absolute goodness it must hate most of what we do.  This is the terrible fix we are in.  If the universe is not governed by an absolute goodness, then all our efforts are in the long run hopeless. But if it is, then we are making ourselves enemies to that goodness everyday, and are not in the least likely to do any better tomorrow, and so our case is hopeless again.  We cannot do without it, and we cannot do with it.  God is the only comfort; He is also the supreme terror:  the thing we most need and the thing we most want to hide from.”  (p. 30-31)


How is God both a comfort and a terror?  
DISMAY OR COMFORT?


“Of course, I quite agree that the Christian religion is, in the long run, a thing of unspeakable comfort.  But it does not begin in comfort; it begins in the dismay I have been describing, and it is no use at all trying to go on to that comfort without first going through that dismay.  In religion, as in war and everything else, comfort is the one thing you cannot get by looking for it.  If you look for truth, you may find comfort in the end:  if you look for comfort you will not get either comfort or truth – only soft soap and wishful thinking to begin with and, in the end, despair.”  (p. 32)


Do you agree that Christianity is a religion of “comfort?”  
READ 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

READ Book Two, Chapters 1 – 3 (p. 35-52)
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