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Study Guide 2 --  Book One: Chapters 1-3
The Law of Human Nature

Some Objections

The Reality of the Law

________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 1:  THE LAW OF NATURE

“Just as all bodies are governed by the law of gravitation, and organisms by biological laws, so the creature called man also had his law – with the great difference, that a body could not choose whether it obeyed the law of gravitation or not, but a man could choose whether to obey the Law of Human Nature or to disobey it.”  (p. 4)
“I know that some people say the idea of a Law of Nature or decent behavior known to all men is unsound, because different civilizations and different ages have had quite different moralities.  But this is not true.  There have been differences between their moralities, but these have never amounted to anything like a total difference.  If anyone will take the trouble to compare the moral teaching of, say, the ancient Egyptians, Babylonians, Hindus, Chinese, Greeks and Romans, what will really strike him will be how very like they are to each other and to our own.”  (p. 6)
Read Romans 1:18 – 21 and Romans 2:12-15


Is the Law universal?  Do all people have an understanding of the Law?

How does this reality shape the basic tenets of most religions?  What is each religion attempting to do in regard to the Law?  How is Christianity unique in this regard?

EXCEPTIONS?

“None of us are really keeping the Law of Nature.  If there are any exceptions among you, I apologize to them.  They had much better read some other book for nothing I am going to say concerns them.”  (p. 7)

Do you think there are people who feel they are an “exception?”

Why does Lewis think the “exceptions” have no need for his book?

Read Luke 5:30-32

EXCUSES

“I do not succeed in keeping the Law of Nature very well, and the moment anyone tells me I am not keeping it, there starts up in my mind a string of excuses as long as your arm.”  

(p. 8)

Why do we make excuses and what do our excuses prove?  What do our excuses blind us to?
Read Romans 3:23

TWO POINTS


“These, then, are the two points I wanted to make.  First, that human beings, all over the earth, have this curious idea that they ought to behave in a certain way, and cannot really get rid of it.  Secondly, that they do not in fact behave in that way.  They know the Law of Nature; they break it.  These two facts are the foundation of all clear thinking about ourselves and the universe we live in.”  (p. 8)


Do you agree that these two facts form a foundation for the Christian message?

Chapter 2:  SOME OBJECTIONS

IS MORAL LAW NOTHING MORE THAN INSTINCT?  

“We all know what it feels like to be prompted by instinct – by mother love, or sexual instinct, or the instinct for food.  It means that you feel a strong want or desire to act in a certain way.  And, of course, we sometimes do feel just that sort of desire to help another person:  and no doubt that desire is due to the herd instinct.  But feeling a desire to help is quite different from feeling that you ought to help whether you want to or not.”  (p. 9)


Why does Lewis think that the moral law is not just a result of human instinct?  
Give examples of when impulses need to be restrained and when they need to be encouraged.
“The most dangerous thing you can do is to take any one impulse of your own nature and set it up as the thing you ought to follow at all costs.  There is not one of them which will not make us into devils if we set it up as an absolute guide.”  (p. 11)

Is there any impulse in us that is always good and some that are always bad? 

Give an example of people or movements that take a “good” thing and go too far with it.  

Read Proverbs 14:12

IS MORAL LAW NOTHING MORE THAN SOCIAL CONVENTION?

“The moment you say that one set of moral ideas can be better than another, you are, in fact, measuring them both by a standard, saying that one of them conforms to that standard more nearly than the other.  But the standard that measures two things is something different from either.  You are, in fact, comparing them both with some Real Morality, admitting that there is such a thing as a real Right, independent of what people think and that some people’s ideas get nearer to that real Right than others.”  (p. 13)


Is Christian morality better than any other morality?  Why or why not?
Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Chapter 3:  THE REALITY OF THE LAW

“The law of gravity tells you what stones do if you drop them:  but the Law of Human Nature tells you what human beings ought to do and do not.”  (p. 17)

How is this evident in our lives?  

Read Romans 7:7-20

“It begins to look as if we shall have to admit that there is more than one kind of reality; that, in this particular case, there is something above and beyond the ordinary facts of men’s behavior, and yet quite definitely real – a real law, which none of us made, but which we find pressing on us.”  (p. 20)

How is the law pressing on us?
READ Book One, Chapters 4 – 5 (p. 21-32)
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