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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 13 -- Book Four: Chapters 10 -11
Nice People or New Men
The New Men
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 10: NICE PEOPLE OR NEW MEN
“The only things we can keep are the things we freely give to God. What we try to keep for ourselves is just what we are sure to lose.” (p.213)

Read Matthew 10:39 and John 12:25
Give some examples of this. What have you tried to keep for yourself that belongs to God? What have you found by losing it?

“If you are a nice person -- if virtue comes easily to you beware!  Much is expected from those to whom much is given.  If you mistake for your own merits what are really God's gifts to you through nature, and if you are contented with simply being nice, you are still a rebel: and all those gifts will only make your fall more terrible, your corruption more complicated, your bad example more disastrous.  The Devil was an archangel once; his natural gifts were as far above yours as yours are above those of a chimpanzee.

But if you are a poor creature-poisoned by a wretched upbringing in some house full of vulgar jealousies and senseless quarrels-saddled, by no choice of your own, with some loathsome sexual perversion -- nagged day in and day out by an inferiority complex that makes you snap at your best friends -- do not despair.  He knows all about it.  You are one of the poor whom He blessed. He knows what a wretched machine you are trying to drive. Keep on.  Do what you can.  One day (perhaps in another world, but perhaps far sooner than that) he will fling it on the scrap-heap and give you a new one.  And then you may astonish us all - not least yourself: for you have learned your driving in a hard school.  (Some of the last will be first and some of the first will be last.)”   (p.215)

What is the danger in being know as a nice person?  

Why is it almost preferable to be aware of your status as a “poor creature?”  

How do we best understand who we are?
Chapter 11:  THE NEW MEN

“Your real, new self (which is Christ's and also yours, and yours just because it is His)will not come as long as you are looking for it. It will come when you are looking for Him.”  

(p. 226)

“Give up your self, and you will find your real self. Lose your life and you will save it.  Submit to death, death of your ambitions and favorite wishes every day and death of your whole body in the end: submit with every fiber of your being, and you will find eternal life. Keep back nothing. Nothing that you have not given away will ever be really yours. Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the dead. Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in.”  (p. 227)


What are you tempted to hold back?

What do we find when we are looking for/at Christ?

What else is “thrown in?”
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