[image: image1.jpg]read by Geoffrey Howard

NABRIDGED ON COMPACT DISC



MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 11 -- Book Four: Chapters 4 - 6
Good Infection
The Obstinate Toy Solders
Two Notes 
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4:  GOOD INFECTION
“The third Person is called, in technical language, the Holy Ghost or the ‘spirit’ of God.  Do not be worried or surprised if you find it (or Him) rather vaguer or more shadowy in your mind than the other two. I think there is a reason why that must be so. In the Christian life you are not usually looking at Him: He is always acting through you.”  (p. 175 -176)
Some have called the Holy Spirit “the shy member of the Trinity.”  Why are we never looking at him?  What are we to look at?  

“And now, what does it all matter? It matters more than anything else in the world. The whole dance, or drama, or pattern of this three-Personal life is to be played out in each one of us: or (putting it the other way round) each one of us has got to enter that pattern, take his place in that dance.  There is no other way to the happiness for which we were made. Good things as well as bad, you know, are caught by a kind of infection. If you want to 
get warm you must  stand near the fire:  if you want to be wet you must get into the water. If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing that has them. They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose, just hand out to anyone.  They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of reality. If you are dose to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will remain dry. Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever? Once a man is separated from God, what can he do but wither and die?”  (p. 176)

What do you think it means for you to enter the “dance” with God?  How do we get the “good infection?”
“Now the whole offer which Christianity makes is this: that we can, if we let God have His way, come to share in the life of Christ. If we do, we shall then be sharing a life which was begotten, not made, which always has existed and always will exist.  Christ is the Son of God. If we share in this kind of life we also shall be sons of God.  We shall love the Father as He does and the Holy Ghost will arise in us. He came to this world and became a man in order to spread to other men the kind of life He has-by what I call "good infection." Every Christian is to become a little Christ.  The whole purpose of becoming a Christian is simply nothing else.”  (p. 177)
Do you agree that the whole purpose of becoming a Christian is to become like Christ?  How does this change how you see your past, your present and your future?

Chapter 5:  THE OBSTINATE TOY SOLDIERS

“The natural life in each of us is something self-centered, something that wants to be petted and admired, to take advantage of other lives, to exploit the whole universe. And especially it wants to be left to itself: to keep well away from anything better or stronger or higher than it, anything that might make it feel small. It is afraid of the light and air of the spiritual world, just as people who have been brought up to be dirty are afraid of a bath. And in a sense it is quite right It knows that if the spiritual life gets hold of it, all its self-centeredness and self-will are going to be killed and it is ready to fight tooth and nail to avoid that.”  (p. 178-179)
Give some examples of the natural life wanting to be “petted and admired.”  How is self-centeredness and self-will killed?
“The Eternal Being, who knows everything and who created the whole universe, became not only a man but (before that) a baby, and before that a fetus inside a Woman's body.  If you want to get the hang of it, think how you would like to become a slug or a crab.  The result of this was that you now had one man who really was what all men were intended to be: one man in whom the created life, derived from his Mother, allowed itself to be completely and perfectly turned into the begotten life. The natural human creature in Him was taken up fully into the divine Son. Thus in one instance humanity had, so to speak, arrived: had passed into the life of Christ.  And because the whole difficulty for us is that the natural life has to be, in a sense, "killed," He chose an earthly career which involved the killing of His  human desires at every turn -- poverty, misunderstanding from His own family, betrayal by  one of His intimate friends, being jeered at and manhandled by the Police, and execution by torture. And then, after being thus killed -- killed every day in a sense-the human creature in Him, because it was united to the divine Son, came to life again. The Man in Christ rose again: not only the God. That is the whole point.  For the first time we saw a real man. One tin soldier – real tin, just like the rest -- had come fully and splendidly alive.” (p. 179 – 180)

What does it mean to become “fully and splendidly alive?”  What does this new life look like?
READ 1 Corinthians 15:50-57
Chapter 6:  TWO NOTES

“Christianity thinks of human individuals not as mere members of a group or items in a list, but as organs in a body -- different from one another and each contributing what no other  could.  When you find yourself wanting to turn your children, or pupils, or even your neighbors, into people exactly like yourself, remember that God probably never meant them to be that.  You and they are different organs, intended to do different things.  On the other hand, when you are tempted not to bother about someone else's troubles because they are "no business of yours," remember that though he is different from you he is part

of the same organism as you.”  (p. 185-186)
Have you ever tried to make everyone in your life think and act like you?  What is the danger in this?
How do we lump people in groups?  How does this obscure some important God-give distinctiveness?

What is the danger in not bothering about someone else’s trouble??  How does the body of Christ share mutual sorrow and joy?  Why is this important?

FOR APRIL 23, READ Book Four, Chapters 7 – 9  (p. 187 - 206)
Remaining schedule:

April 16
Easter – no class (Come watch the Puppet Extravaganza!)
April 23
Book Four, Chapters 7 – 9  (p. 187 – 206)
April 30 
Book Four, Chapters 10 – 11  (p. 207 – 227)
Pick your three favorite quotes!
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