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NABRIDGED ON COMPACT DISC



MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 10 -- Book Four: Chapters 1 - 3
Making and Begetting
The Three-Personal God
Time and Beyond Time 
________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 1:  MAKING AND BEGETTING
“Doctrines are not God:  they are only a kind of map.  But that map is based on the experience of hundreds of people who really were in touch with God – experiences compared with which any thrills or pious feelings you and I are likely to get on our own are very elementary and very confused.  And secondly, if you want to get any further, you must use the map.”  (p. 154)


How do theology and experience work together in the Christian life?  How are creeds/confessions like a map?
In reality, the difference between Biological life and spiritual life is so important that I am going to give them two distinct names. The Biological sort which comes to us through nature, and which (like everything else in Nature) is always tending to run down and decay so that it can only be kept up by incessant subsidies from Nature in the form of air, water, food, etc., is Bios. The Spiritual life which is in God from all eternity, and which made the whole natural universe, is Zoe.  Bios has, to be sure, a certain shadowy or symbolic resemblance to Zoe: but only the sort of resemblance there is between a photo and a place, or a statue and a man. A man who changed from having Bios to having Zoe would have gone through as big a change as a statue which changed from being a carved stone to being a real man. And that is precisely what Christianity is about. This world is a great

sculptor's shop. We are the statues and there is a rumor going round the shop that some of us are some day going to come to life.”  (p. 159)
READ John 10:10b
How have you experienced this change from Bios to Zoe?  How is your everyday life influenced by this change?
Chapter 2:  THE THREE-PERSONAL GOD
“If you are looking for something super-personal, something more than a person, then it is not a question of choosing between the Christian idea and the other ideas.  The Christian idea is the only one on the market.”  (p. 160)
In what way does Christianity have a corner on the “personal God” market?

According to Lewis, what is the purpose of our existence?  (p. 161)
“You may ask, ‘if we cannot imagine a three-personal Being, what is the good of talking about Him?’ Well, there isn’t any good talking about Him.  The thing that matters is being drawn into that three-personal life, and that may begin anytime – tonight, if you like.”  (p. 163)

Why is simply talking about the Trinity of no real good?  How are we drawn into the three-personal life?

“An ordinary simple Christian kneels down to say his prayers.  He is trying to get into touch with God. But if he is a Christian he knows that what is prompting him to pray is also God: God, so to speak, inside him. But he also knows that all his real knowledge of God comes through Christ, the Man who was God -- that Christ is standing beside him, helping him to pray, praying for him. You see what is happening. God is the thing to which he is praying --the goal he is trying to reach. God is also the thing inside him which is pushing him on-the motive power. God is also the road or bridge along which he is being pushed to that goal. So that the whole threefold life of the three-personal Being is actually going on in that ordinary little bedroom where an ordinary man is saying his prayers.  The man is being caught up into the higher kind of life-what I called Zoe or spiritual life: he is being pulled  into God, by God, while still remaining himself.”  (p. 163)
How do experience the working of the Trinity in your life?

When it comes to knowing God, who takes the initiative?  (p. 164)

“If Christianity was something we were making up, of course we could make it easier.  Bu it is not.  We cannot compete, in simplicity, with people who are inventing religions.  How could we?  We are dealing with fact.  Of course, anyone can be simple if he has no facts to bother about.” (p. 165)


What the “facts” Christianity has that other “invented” religions don’t have?

Chapter 3:  TIME AND BEYOND TIME
“Almost certainly God is not in Time. His life does not consist of moments following one another. If a million people are praying to Him at ten-thirty tonight, He need not listen to them all in that one little snippet which we call ten-thirty. Ten-thirty-and every other moment from the beginning of the world-is always the Present for Him. If you like to put it that way, He has all eternity in which to listen to the split second of prayer put up by a pilot as his plane crashes in flames.”  (p. 167)

How is your idea of prayer affected by the thought that God is outside of time?

“God is not hurried along in the time-stream of this universe any more than an author is hurried along in the imaginary time of his own novel He has infinite attention to spare for each one of us. He does not have to deal with us in the mass.  You are as much alone with Him as if you were the only being He had ever created.  When Christ died, He died for you individually just as much as if you had been the only man in the world.”  (p. 168)


How might this be helpful to someone who feels alone and forgotten?  How does it help you?  How do you experience this?
FOR APRIL 9, READ Book Four, Chapters 4 – 6  (p. 172 – 186)
Remaining schedule:

April 16
Easter – no class (Come watch the Puppet Extravaganza!)
April 23
Book Four, Chapters 7 – 9  (p. 187 – 206)
April 30 
Book Four, Chapters 10 – 11  (p. 207 – 227)
Pick your three favorite quotes!
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