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MERE CHRISTIANITY

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

Study Guide 1 --  Introduction and Preface

__________________________________________________
BIOGRAPHY OF LEWIS

1898 Born Clive Staples Lewis on November 29 in Belfast, Ireland
1908

Mother died of cancer
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1911 – 13
Studied at Cherbourg School; lost his 



childhood faith

1917 – 18
Served in the British Army during WWI

1925 – 54
Taught English Language and Literature at
Magdalen College in Oxford

1929

Lewis became a “theist”

1931

Lewis became a Christian after a long 


discussion with friend, J.R.R. Tolkien

1941

“The Screwtape Letters”

1942 – 44
Lewis gave radio talks which were later 


published as “Mere Christianity”

1950 – 56
“The Chronicles of Narnia”

1957

Married American Joy Davidman Gresham
1960

Joy died of cancer

1961

“A Grief Observed”

1963

Died on November 22, 1963 (same day as J.F.K.assassination)
MOTIVE FOR WRITING THE BOOK

“The best thing I could do for my unbelieving neighbors was to explain and defend the belief that has been common to nearly all Christians at all times.”  (p. viii)

Do you agree?  

Read 1 Peter 3:15
DISAGREEMENTS AMONG CHRISTIANS

“In the first place, the questions which divide Christians from one another often involve points of high theology or even of ecclesiastical history, which ought never to be treated except by real experts.  I should have been out of my depth in such waters:  more in need of help myself than able to help others.  And secondly, I think we must admit that the discussion of these disputed points has no tendency at all to bring an outsider into the Christian fold.  So long as we write and talk about them we are much more likely to deter him from entering any Christian communion than to draw him into our own.  Our divisions should never be discussed except in the presence of those who have already come to believe that there is one God and that Jesus Christ is His only Son.  (p. viii – ix)

“One of the things Christians are disagreed about is the importance of their disagreements.  When two Christians of different denominations start arguing, it is usually not long before one asks whether such-and-such a point ‘really matters’ and the other replies: “Matter?  Why it’s absolutely essential.’”  (p. x)


What disagreements do you think “matter” or are “essential?”  Is it possible to share the Christian faith without focusing on the differences among Christians?  Is it possible to share the Christian faith without minimizing the differences among Christians?
Read 1 John 4:1-3

THE HALL AND THE ROOMS


“I hope no reader will suppose that ‘mere’ Christianity is here put forward as an alternative to the creeds of the existing communions . . . It is more like a hall out of which doors open into several rooms.  If I can bring anyone into that hall I shall have done what I attempted.  But it is in the rooms, not in the hall, that there are fires and chairs and meals.  The hall is place to wait in, a place from which to try the various doors, not a place to live in.  For that purpose the worst of the rooms (whichever that my be) is, I think preferable.  It is true that some people may find that they have to wait in the hall for a considerable time, while others feel certain almost at once which door they must knock at.  I do not know why there is this difference, but I am sure God keeps no one waiting unless He sees that it is good for him to wait.  When you do get into your room you will find that the long wait has done you some kind of good which you would not have had otherwise.  But you must regard it as waiting, not as camping.  You must keep on praying for light; and of course, even in the hall, you must begin trying to obey the rules which are common to the whole house.  And above all you must be asking which door is the true one; not which pleases you best by its paint and paneling.  In plain language, the question should never be: ‘Do I like that kind of service?’ But ‘Are these doctrines true?  Is holiness here?  Does my conscience move me towards this?  Is my reluctance to knock at this door due to my pride, or my mere taste, or my personal dislike of this particular door-keeper?’

When you have reached your own room, be kind to those who have chosen different doors and to those who are still in the hall.  If they are wrong, they need our prayers all the more; and if they are your enemies, then you are under orders to pray for them.  That is one of the rules common to the whole house.”  (p. xv –xvi)
Have you spent time in “the hall?”  What was it like?  How is it different than being in one of the “rooms?”
This book was not written as a theological textbook or philosophical treatise.  It was addressed “live” over the airwaves, in the context of a brutal war, to a people bombarded by 400 enemy planes a night.  
What does this context say about the relevance of Christianity to a people engaged in battle?  Do Christians have this voice of calm in the middle of the storm?
READ Book One, Chapters 1 -3 (p. 3 – 20)
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