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IN GOD’S HANDS - FROM BEGINNING TO END

Grace of God Lutheran Church Bible Study




ISSUES RELATED TO THE BEGINNING OF HUMAN LIFE

1. Sandra was raped by a casual acquaintance who walked her back to her college dorm following a party.  Because she knew her attacker and was confused about what she could have done to prevent the attack, Sandra did not report the incident or seek medical help.  Her friend Jennie has convinced her that she has no reason to feel guilty or ashamed.  Now after almost a month since the attack, Sandra believes she is pregnant as a result of the rape.
What reasons might someone give to convince Sandra to get an abortion?  Under this circumstance, might abortion be acceptable?  See Exodus 23:7.

2. Chuck and Monique were aware that pregnancy would impose an added burden to Monique’s fragile heart.  They wanted a baby so desperately that they decided to risk pregnancy.  Now they’ve been told that the two-month pregnancy is threatening Monique’s heart and that unless she aborts the pregnancy, she will die.


They seek the counsel of their pastor, who tells them: “In such circumstances a mother may choose to risk her own life as an act of love, but such an act of self-giving cannot be required.  It must be freely given, not imposed.” 
a. Do you feel strongly that one decision (to abort or not abort the baby) is more appropriate?  Defend your answer.

b. What factors do you feel Chuck and Monique need to take into consideration in making a choice?

c. If Chuck and Monique belonged to your congregation, what could you do to show your support for whatever decision they make?

Note:  Although these specific issues are frequently raised by those in favor of giving women the freedom to choose an abortion, statistically very few abortions are performed because of rape or to save the life of the mother.

3. Amniocentesis is a medical procedure, most commonly performed in the second trimester of pregnancy, by which amniotic fluid is withdrawn with a long needle from the amniotic sac (not without risk to the fetus).  Analysis of this fluid can tell doctors much about the unborn child, including sex, chromosomal abnormalities, and the presence of inherited diseases.


Lynne and her husband Jack, who are nearing 40 and expecting their first child, have had the procedure done at their doctor’s request and have been told that their baby daughter has Down’s syndrome.  Lynne and Jack are considering the termination of the pregnancy.
a. What light does Ecclesiastes 11:5 shed on their deliberations?
b. What comfort could you offer to a couple whose child is born severely handicapped?  Of what value is this child to its family?  to society?  to God?

4. Jayne is a 40-year-old Christian who believes strongly that life begins at the moment of conception.  While she’s not actively involved in right-to-life organizations, she expresses her views openly and has a bumper sticker on her car which reads, “Abortion is murder.”


Jayne’s 17-year-old son has been dating the same girl for over a year.  Jayne fears that the couple is sexually active.  She’s confided to a friend:  “It has actually crossed my mind that if this girl gets pregnant she would save us all a lot of grief by just getting an abortion.  I wouldn’t have to feel guilty if I didn’t know about it until the abortion was over.”


Now Jayne feels like a hypocrite.  “I really believe abortion is wrong,” she says, “but should an unwanted pregnancy affect me personally, I can see my convictions might start to waver.  I guess I’m not much of a Christian after all.”

a. Is it possible to contemplate (or even have) an abortion and still be a Christian (Isaiah 53:5-6)?
b. What fear is Jayne expressing?
c. Jayne says she “wouldn’t have to feel guilty if she didn’t know about it until the abortion was over.”  How might you apply Romans 8:22-27 to Jayne’s concerns?  
d. What difficulties does she foresee if her son’s girlfriend should become pregnant?
e. What counsel could you offer Jayne as she struggles with her fears (Proverbs 3:5)?
f. What assurances from God does Jayne most need to hear?  1 John 3:18-24?

5. Charlene’s husband Brad has multiple sclerosis and has become increasingly immobile. Charlene, who is now the sole support of her husband and three school-age children, is four months pregnant.  Brad is begging her to have an abortion so the family will not have the added burden of another child and so that Charlene can keep working.  He claims he has Charlene’s long-term best interests at heart.  Charlene opposes the abortion, but since Brad is so ill, she hates to deny a request that seems so important to him.

a. What concerns does Brad have that would be alleviated by Charlene having an abortion?
b. Brad says his concerns for Charlene are long-range.  What negative effects could an abortion have on Charlene’s life?
c. Who is ultimately responsible for making the decision whether to have an abortion?  To whom is that person ultimately responsible for the decision he or she makes (Romans 14:12)?
d. How might Romans 8:28 and Luke 11:28 help Brad and Charlene make their decision? 
e. If Brad and Charlene were members of your congregation, what kind of help could you give to this family?

6. Debbie and Dominic have tried for a number of years to have a baby.  Debbie’s fallopian tubes are blocked, and fertilized eggs are unable to reach her uterus.  The couple’s doctor has suggested in-vitro fertilization.  She explains that by surgically removing an egg from Debbie’s ovary, the egg can be united with Dominic’s sperm in a laboratory dish and then planted in Debbie’s uterus.

“But,” cautions the doctor, “considerably less than 20 percent of in-vitro fertilizations result in a live birth.”  In order to increase Debbie’s chances of ultimately having a baby, the doctor suggests Debbie take fertility pills with the hope that up to five of six eggs will be produced instead of just one.  If all the eggs are given the chance to fertilize, then the “best” one can be chosen for implantation.

Note:  In the mid 1980’s a standing committee of the division of Theological Studies, Lutheran Council in the U.S.A., after a two-year discussion, published its findings.
“IVF does not in and of itself violate the will of God as reflected in the Bible, when the wife’s egg and husband’s sperm are used.”  IVF is unobjectionable only, however, when it is carried out subject to two limitations:

· Because the Biblical injunction to be fruitful and multiply was given by God to a man and a woman united in the one-flesh union of the marriage, only the sperm and egg of a man and woman united in marriage may be employed.  Any use of donor sperm or eggs involves the intrusion of a third party into this one-flesh union and is contrary to the will of God.  For the same reason surrogate wombs may not be used.

· Because the unborn are person in God’s sight from the time of conception, all fertilized eggs must be returned to the womb of the woman.  Any experimentation with, destruction of, or storage of unneeded or defective fertilized eggs fails to accord respect and reverence for new life brought into being by God at the moment of conception and is contrary to His will. The same considerations preclude any agreement to permit the interruption of an IVF pregnancy for any reason other than to prevent the death of the mother.

a. What options do Dominic and Debbie have if they wish to follow God’s will for having children?
b. What implications does the practice of selecting the “best” fertilized egg for implantation in the mother’s womb suggest?  How might this practice affect future abortion laws?
c. Applying principles of 1 Timothy 4:1-5, tell how you might respond to someone who claims that in-vitro fertilization can only be seen as another sinful attempt on the past of medial scientists to “play God.”
7. Renee heard her 15-year old daughter, Lori, throwing up while she was getting ready for school.  “You’re not pregnant, are you?”  Renee joked.  To Renee’s amazement, Lori looked at her for a long moment and finally burst into tears.  “Mom, I’ve missed two periods.  I know I’m going to have a baby.  Please help me.”  Renee saw all that she had hoped for her popular, pretty daughter dashed to pieces in that instant.  “I’ve done everything to make that girls’ life better than mine,” Renee thought bitterly, “and I’m not going to see our lives ruined by this.”  

“Lori, don’t worry about it.  That’s why abortions are so easy to get.  Let’s just get rid of it and pretend this never happened. “

a. Renee made her decision hastily.  Why is she so quick to urge an abortion?  How does her response suggest the nature of her concern?  
b. What feelings might Lori experience right now?  How sympathetic do you think Renee is to her daughter’s feelings?
c. How do you think Renee and Lori would respond to the suggestion that Lori give her baby up for adoption?  What advice would you give Lori?  What about advice fore Renee?  What light do Deuteronomy 30:19 and Isaiah 48:17 shed on their dilemma?

8.  Cr. Anne Catherine Speckhard, of the University of Minnesota, recently published a study on the manifestations of stress from abortions performed five to ten years earlier.  Although the women she studied came from diverse backgrounds, their reactions were amazingly similar.  

· 81% reported preoccupation with the aborted child.

· 73% reported flashbacks of the abortion procedure.

· 69% reported feelings of “craziness” after the abortion.

· 54% recalled nightmares related to the abortion.

· 23% reported hallucinations related to the abortion.

· Although 72% of the subjects said they held no religious beliefs at the

time of the abortion, 96% in retrospect regarded abortion as the taking of life or as murder.

a. In light of what you know about post abortion syndrome from the research above, how is the Christian compelled to respond to those who have suffered the effects of having an abortion?

b. How is this also in keeping with the Fifth Commandment?

9.  How would you respond in the following situations?

a. A physicians’ group asks you, a self-employed architect, to design a clinic which will be used primarily for abortions.  It’s the biggest project you have ever been asked to do.

b. You work on a state senator’s staff.  The senator asks you to outline and gather materials for a speech he plans to give on his “pro-choice” views.

c. You have just completed your residency and have been invited to join a group of practicing physicians.  A number of physicians in the group wish to take one day off per week to work in another clinic which only performs abortions.  While you will not be required to do this, the primary reason the group hires you is to fill in for the doctors who wish to be away for a day.

d. You are from a very wealthy Christian family who founded and still owns a major pharmaceutical firm – one that is a major producer of abortion drugs and supplies.  A pro-life group accuses you of hypocrisy in your pro-life stand because you own so much stock in your family’s company.
10. David’s father died of Parkinson’s disease.  It was a terrible illness and the loss devastated David and his family.  David heard on TV that stem cell research offers the promise of treating many diseases, including Parkinson’s.  “Why would anyone be opposed to that?”  he wondered.  It made him angry to think that politics might be preventing the research.  “If embryos are being destroyed anyway, why not try to salvage something good from them?  This research might have saved my father’s life!”
Note:  Lutherans for Life has issued this statement on embryonic stem cell research:
“Human life is a gift from God from the moment of conception regardless of the circumstances of that conception and regardless of where that new life resides, whether in a womb or a fertility clinic.

Lutherans For Life opposes embryonic stem cell research, whether involving existing stem cell lines or newly destroyed embryos, for the reason that such research either involved, or involves, the intentional destruction of a human life.

Lutherans For Life further opposes embryonic stem cell research for the reasons that Christians are not to do evil that good might result (Romans 3:8).

Lutherans For Life is in favor of research on stem cells from sources that do not involve the intentional past or present destruction of the gift of human life.”  

(statement by Lutherans for Life)

Facts:

· 72 diseases have been successfully treated with adult stem cells.   Including 26 types of cancer, 14 auto-immune diseases, cardiovascular diseases, Parkinson’s disease, spinal cord and other injuries, stroke damage, metabolic disorders, liver disease and others.
· 0 diseases have been treated with embryonic stem cells

· Despite years of unrestricted funding on animal embryonic stem cells, no miraculous cures have been developed and serious scientific problems (i.e. immune rejection and tumor formation) remain serious obstacles to embryonic stem cells.

a.  How would you respond to David based on Scripture and the facts?

b.  It’s a biological fact that human life begins at conception.  The question is:  is that human life a person?  And is each human life equal and deserving of our protection?    What does God’s Word say?  What do you say?
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