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IN GOD’S HANDS - FROM BEGINNING TO END

Grace of God Lutheran Church Bible Study





“GOD KNEW YOUR NAME”


Before the light of day, shined on your little face 
     God knew your name.
When no one else could see how precious you would be, 
     God knew your name.
And He held you so close in His loving hand  
     And He wanted all to see, that
Before the light of day, shined on your little face,
     God knew your name.

Before you walked around, before you first fell down, 
     God knew your name.
Before you rode your trike, and then that first red bike,
     God knew your name.
He was with you everyday, right there by your side 
     Even when you made mistakes. And
Before the light of day shined on your little face,
     God knew your name.

Before those wedding bells range their story well,
     God knew your name.
Before that first new home and children of your own
     God knew your name.
And through all times, both the good and bad, 
     He held you in His hand, and
Before the light of day, shined on your little face,
     God knew your name.

As you gracefully grew old you know you had been told
     God knew your name.
And one day when you died and your friends and family cried
     God knew your name.
And the angels carried your soul to me 
     And I said “Welcome home!”
You were one of mine, I loved you for all time,
     I knew your name.
You were one of mine, I loved you for all time,
     I knew your name. 
What words and images from the video express God’s value on human life?

How do we know that God values human life?  Our life?  What has he done to demonstrate the value he places on human life?

Are there times during the span of human life during which we may lack self-awareness or recognition from others?  What difference does it make that God knows us even during these times?

What messages do we receive from the world today that are in conflict with God’s view of life? 

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

· God is the giver of life; we are his creatures.

John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Psalm 100:2

Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  

Small Catechism (Explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed)

I believe that God has created me and all creatures.  He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members; my reason and all my senses and still takes care of them . . . 
Genesis 3:2-7
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. What is the connection between God and life according to John 1:1-4?
2. What happens when human beings want to be God rather than creatures made in his image?

3. Are human beings autonomous?  How do birth and death prove that true autonomy doesn’t exist?

· Human life, at every stage of its development, is valued by God.

Psalm 139:13-16

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden form you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

Genesis 1:26-28
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Exodus 21:22-25

“If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows.  But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.”

Jeremiah 1:4-5

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

FOR DISCUSSION:

1. How does the world and science view human life in relationship to other forms of life?  
2. Does the Bible see human life as distinct from all other forms of life?  Is it arrogant to say that the human creature is the crown of God’s creation?  
3. Why do we make value distinctions at different stages of human life?  Does God?  
4. How does the world determine whether or not a specific human life has value?  Is this legitimate? 
5. Is the biblical view of human life in conflict with the world’s view?

· Human lives are entrusted by God to our care.


Leviticus 19:18/Matthew 19:19/Luke 10:27b/Galatians 5:14

Love your neighbor as yourself.

Romans 13:10

Love does no harm to its neighbor.

Luke 10:25-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Galatians 6:2
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
Small Catechism (Explanation to the Fifth Commandment)

We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt nor harm our neighbor in his body but help and befriend him in all his physical needs.

Large Catechism (Explanation to the Fifth Commandment)

(God) wishes to have all people defended, delivered, and protected from the wickedness and violence of others, and he has set up this commandment as a wall, fortress, and refuge about our neighbor so that no one may do him bodily  harm or injury . . . Not only is murder forbidden, but also everything that may lead to murder . . . we should neither use nor sanction any means or methods whereby anyone may be harmed.

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. What are our responsibilities in protecting human life?  Is it enough to avoid doing harm to others?  In what ways do we actually harm our neighbor when we may think we are doing something sensible and good?
2. What about someone who says, “I don’t want to be a burden to anyone.”?

· There are limits to human freedom.

Romans 3:8

Why not say – as we are being slanderously reported as saying and as some claim that we say – “Let us do evil that good may result”?  Their condemnation is deserved.

The Fifth Commandment

“You shall not murder.”
1 Corinthians 6:19b-20

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. What are some examples of “the end justifies the means?”  In what way do moral absolutes place limits on our freedoms?  Why is this idea so hard for us to accept?  
2. To whom does your body belong and for what is it destined?
· Each person, no matter how young or old, no matter how sick or well, no matter how socially useless he or she may appear to be, deserves to be loved and accepted as a creature made in the image of God.

Psalm 8:3-8

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  You made him a little lower that the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

Matthew 10:29-31

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”

Matthew 16:26

“What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”

Matthew 25:35, 40

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. . . I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.

1 Peter 5:10

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. What do these verses say about the value of all people?  
2. What kinds of people are valued in our world?  Who is not valued?  Why?  
3. Who are the “least” in our society today?  
4. Why is it important for us to value each individual regardless of what they can contribute to society?


· In all things Christians are to submit to the wisdom and grace of God who is able to “work all things together for good.”


Genesis 50:20

(Joseph to his brothers) You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
Psalm 31:15

My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.

Psalm 104:27-30

These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time.  When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.  When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust.  When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.

Isaiah 38:17

Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish . . . “

Jeremiah 29:11

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Romans 8:28

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. Why is so much better to trust in God’s plan and purpose than to trust in our own instincts and perceptions?


· Any decisions made in this area and any actions taken that may later appear to have been wrong, have been redeemed by that forgiveness which is available to all who put their trust in Jesus.

Psalm 32:5

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

John 3:17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. How do we as Christians apply Law and Gospel in decisions and actions relating to God’s gift of life?  What must prevail?
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