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Session 2
GRACE ALONE
“By grace you have been saved, not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  Ephesians 2:8
Who is God?
God is:
John 4:24
God is spirit.   
_____________________________________________________

Psalm 90:1-2
Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  


_________________________________________________________________
Malachi 3:6
I the lord do not change.
_________________________________________
Matthew 19:26
With God all things are possible.
___________________________________
John 21:17 
Lord, you know all things.
__________________________________________
Jeremiah 23:24 
Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?”  declares the lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?”  declares the lord. 


_________________________________________________________________
Isaiah 6:3 
Holy, holy, holy is the lord Almighty.
_______________________________
Deuteronomy 32:4 
He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.  
_______________________
2 Timothy 2:13 
If we are faithless, he will remain faithful.
____________________________


Psalm 145:9
The lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 


_________________________________________________________________
God is each of these, all of these and more than these!
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What is the Trinity?
The only true God is the triune God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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The Trinity is one God in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
2 Corinthians 13:14 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
The primary work of the Father is creation.
The primary work of the Son is redemption.

The primary work of the Spirit is sanctification. 

How can we know God?
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God makes himself known through the existence of the world and individual conscience (natural knowledge of God); he has made himself known most definitively through Scriptures.  (revealed knowledge of God)

Natural knowledge shows 
______________________

____________________________________________

Revealed knowledge shows 
____________________

____________________________________________

How can I relate to this God?
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What does the Bible say about the relating to God by one of these paths?
Romans 3:10-12 
“There is no one righteous, not even one;  there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 
__________________________________________________________________________________
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God does it all!  Our salvation is not about our ascent to God, but about God’s descent to us.

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. 
John 14:6 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Ephesians 2:8-9
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not 


by works, so that no one can boast. 
What difference does it make that God does it all?  Where is the focus?  How does that focus change our attitudes about ourselves and about God?

__________________________________________________________________________________
Who is Jesus?
Jesus is true God and true man.  This union began when Jesus became man (incarnation).  
True God

John 20:28

“My Lord and my God!” 

John 1:1-3
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
Matthew 28:18

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
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Plus . . .  the many accounts of Jesus’ miracles and his resurrection from the dead.


True Man

1 Timothy 2:5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
Luke 24:39

Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

Matthew 26:38

Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 
Plus . . .   his birth, suffering and death.

Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew meaning “the lord saves”) is Jesus’ human name.   
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Christ (or Messiah; means “the Anointed One”) is Jesus’ divine title.   The first two letters of the word in Greek are Chi (X) and Ro (P).
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The fish is an ancient symbol for Christians.  The Greek letters are an acronym for “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior.”
What did Jesus do?
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As true man he fulfilled the law for us.

Galatians 4:4-5
But when the time had fully come, God sent his 

Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 

redeem those under law, that we might receive 

the full rights of sons. 
As true man he paid the penalty for sin.

1 Peter 2:24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so 

that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. 

As true God he made a sufficient ransom.

Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

As true God he defeated sin, death and the devil.

1 Corinthians 15:57
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

How did Jesus save us?

By his suffering, death and resurrection.
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Justification  
God declares us righteous for Jesus’ sake 

(legal metaphor)

Acts 13:39  Through him everyone who believes is 

justified from everything you could not be justified 

from by the law of Moses. 
Redemption  
God paid the price with the life of his Son to buy us 

back from the curse of sin (commercial metaphor)

Galatians 3:13  Christ redeemed us from the curse of 

the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 

“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 
Salvation
God rescued us from sin, death and devil (our spiritual enemies) by defeating them through his Son

Psalm 116:6
  The LORD protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me.  

Atonement
God made the sacrifice for sin by the death of his Son – our substitute.

Hebrews 2:17  For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 

Healing
God heals us of our brokenness through the healing death of Jesus.

Isaiah 53:5  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Reconciliation
God and humanity are brought back together through Jesus.

Romans 5:10  For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
Adoption
God adopts us as his children by joining us to his Son.


Ephesians 1:4-5  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.

Liberation
God sets us free from the bondage of sin and death through Christ.



Galatians 5:1  It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
Why are there still evil and suffering in this world?
Evil and suffering are in the world because of sin.  In Christ, God has demonstrated his power over sin and works for our good in all things.

Romans 8:28, 31-36, 38



And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 



What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 



No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
Who is the Holy Spirit?


The third person of the Trinity whose work it is to bring me to faith in Christ so that I might have all the blessings of salvation and lead a godly life.  

1 Corinthians 6:11
And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

The Apostles’ Creed (from Luther’s Small Catechism)
First Article
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that he has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from every evil.

All this he does only out of fatherly , divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

Second Article
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

And born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

And is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,

Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,

That I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,

Just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true.

Third Article

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  Amen

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called my by the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christ church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church he daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.


























































